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PROJECT TITLE
Jews as Confidential Informants for the Vienna Branch of the Wehrmacht Intelligence Service:
Loyalty and Betrayal in the Intelligence War and the Holocaust

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
During World War II, the Vienna branch of the Wehrmacht intelligence service employed several
confidential informants that were considered Jews according to Nazi law. At the same time, some of
these individuals were also working as couriers for the Jewish Rescue Committee in Budapest, the
representation of the Jewish Agency in Istanbul, a ring of American secret agents operating out of
Istanbul and for the Hungarian military intelligence service. This complex multi-play and the multiple
and changing political, ethnic and personal loyalties that underlie these relationships are investigated
against the backdrop of the German-Allied intelligence war and the Nazi genocide of the Jews. In so
doing, "role playing, metamorphosis, and changing sides” are mapped out as "social survival
techniques" of the modern individual integrated in a diverse range of solidarity and loyalty
relationships, as well as the “traitor” as its "paradigmatic figure."

CV
Winfried Meyer studied German language and literature and political science at the Free University of
Berlin. He was a research associate at the German Resistance Memorial Centre, the Free University
of Berlin, and at the Memorial and Museum Sachsenhausen. He has been carrying out his own
research projects as an employee of the Centre for Research on Anti-Semitism at the Technical
University of Berlin. Meyer has also been honoured with the Dorothee Fliess Prize for resistance
research by the Forschungsgemeinschaft 20. Juli 1944.

Publications
Klatt. Hitlers jüdischer Meisteragent gegen Stalin: Überlebenskunst in Holocaust und
Geheimdienstkrieg, Berlin 2015; „Sein oder Nichtsein: Der Wiener Jude Dr. Johann Koessler als VMann ,Kolberg‘ des deutschen und Doppelagent, ,Hamlet‘ des britischen Nachrichtendienstes“,
in: Journal for Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies (6), Nr. 1/2012, S. 55–81; Unternehmen
Sieben. Eine Rettungsaktion für vom Holocaust Bedrohte aus dem Amt Ausland/Abwehr im
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht. Mit einem Begleitwort von Klaus von Dohnanyi, Frankfurt/Main
1993.
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